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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.RR. § 1.97(b) 



Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 CF.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97(b), applicant brings to the attention of the 
Examiner the information listed on the attached PTO 1449. This Information Disclosure 
Statement is being filed prior to the mailing of a first action on the merits in the above-referenced 
application. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the listed information and 
indicate that it was considered by making appropriate notations on the attached form. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better art exists 
and does not constitute an admission that each or all of the listed information is material or 
constitute "prior art." If the Examiner applies any of the information as prior art against any 
claim in the application and applicant(s) determine(s) that the cited information does not 
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constitute "prior art" under United States law, applicant reserves the right to present to the office 
the relevant facts and law regarding the appropriate status of such information. 

Applicant further reserves the right to take appropriate action to establish the patentability 
of the disclosed invention over the listed information, should one or more of the items of 
information be applied against the claims of the present application. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated:07/20/2004 
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Zimmer, VerSys™ Hip System: VERSYS CEMENTED, CEMENTED PLUS, AND CEMENTED CT HIP PROSTHESES; 
Surgical Technique for Primary Hip Arthroplasty, 97-7852-02, 1997. 




Photographs of an S+G Implants Femoral Hip Stem Inserter art. no. 52902214000, known by applicants to be in existence 
prior to January 01 , 1997. 
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